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ARCHITECTURE FACT SHEET 
NEW MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART 

NEW YORK CITY 
 
 
PROJECT Designed by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa of SANAA, Tokyo, with 

Gensler, New York, serving as executive architect, the new home of the 
New Museum of Contemporary Art is a seven-story, eight-level structure 
located on the Bowery at a pivotal geographic and cultural intersection in 
New YorkÕs urban fabric. A composition of stacked boxes rising 174 feet 
above the street and shifted off axis in different directions from the 
building core, conveys the dynamism of the institution, creates skylights 
that bring natural light into interiors, and is punctuated by windows that 
offer city vistas. The building is clad in a silvery aluminum mesh that 
captures the effects of changing daylight in a vivid metaphor for the 
constantly changing dynamics of contemporary art and the openness and 
permeability of the New Museum itself.   

 
The building is the first art museum building constructed from the ground 
up in downtown Manhattan. 
 
The new New Museum consists of seven floors above grade and one 
floor below, totaling nearly 60,000 square feet gross. The building has 
four public galleriesÑ a skylit 1,100 square foot, glass-walled space 
located in The Marcia Tucker Hall on the ground floor, and full-floor, 
column-free exhibition galleries on the buildingÕs second, third, and fourth 
levels. Below grade, the buildingÕs Lower Level holds a 182-seat Òwhite 
boxÓ theater and a theater lobby space for art installations. Public 
restrooms, mechanical areas, theater back-of-house functions, and art 
storage are also on this level, where a workshop and additional storage 
areas are housed on a mezzanine.   



 

 

 
The MuseumÕs Education Center occupies the buildingÕs fifth floor.  
Administrative offices are on the sixth floor, and a multi-purpose event 
space fills the seventh floor, surrounded by terraces wrapping the east 
and south sides and bringing expansive views of the city into the space.   
 
New Food cafŽ and New Museum Store are located on the MuseumÕs 
ground floor.  
 
The buildingÕs superstructure is steel and concrete. The exterior skin is a 
rain screen made up of seamless sheets of anodized expanded aluminum 
mesh, clipped to painted extruded aluminum panels over structural stud 
walls.  

 
 
LOCATION 235 Bowery, between Stanton and Rivington Streets at the origin of 

Prince Street, in New York City. 
 
SCHEDULE  Construction commences:  November 2005 
   Construction complete:  October 2007 
   Dedication:  November 30, 2007 
   Public Opening:  December 1, 2007 
 
PROJECT  Lisa Phillips, Toby Devan Lewis Director, New Museum 
LEADERSHIP  Lisa Roumell, Deputy Director and Chief Operating Officer, New Museum 
 
 
NEW MUSEUM  Saul Dennison, President 
BUILDING   Dieter Bogner, Trustee  
COMMITTEE   Warren Eisenberg  
   Joan Lazarus, Trustee                                          
   Toby Devan Lewis, Trustee 
                                         
DESIGN  Kazuyo Sejima + Ryue, Nishizawa/SANAA, Tokyo 
ARCHITECT  Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa, Principals 
   Chief Project Architect:  Florian Idenburg 

Project Architects: Jonas Elding, Javier Haddad, Erika Hidaka,  
Hiroaki Katagiri, Toshihiro Oki, Koji Yoshida,     



 

 

Competition: Jonas Elding, Javier Haddad, Fenna Haakma-Wagenaar, 
Florian Idenburg, Tetsuo Kondo, Taeko Nakatsubo 

 
EXECUTIVE  Gensler, New York  
ARCHITECT Madeline Burke-Vigeland, Principal 

William Rice, Project Manager 
Project Architects: John Chow, Christopher Duisbeurg, Kristian 
Gregerson, Sohee Moon, Karen Pedrazzi, Will Rohde 

 
OWNERSÕ  Plaza Construction Corporation, New York  
REPRE-  Richard Wood, President 
SENTATIVES  Christopher Mills, Vice President 
 

Zubatkin Owner Representation 
 Marty Zubatkin, President 

   Andy Bast, Sr. Vice President 
 
CONSTRUCTION Sciame 
MANAGEMENT Frank J. Sciame, Principal 

Michael Porcelli, Sr. Vice President  
Project Team: Rich Bergan, Adam Giusti, Charles Hsu, Darrin McIntyre, 
Susan Ospina, Mark Pankoff, Kyle Rolf, Andrew Sciame, Lou Silbert, 
Ralph Thompson, Anthony Turturro 

 
EXECUTIVE  Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. 
STRUCTURAL James C. Parker, Principal  
ENGINEER  Kevin Poulin, Project Engineer 
   Fillipo Masetti 
 
STRUCTURAL Guy Nordenson and Associates 
ENGINEER  Guy Nordenson, Principal 

 Brett Schneider, Project Engineer 
 

MECHANICAL Arup 
HVAC ENGINEER Raymond Quinn, Principal 
   Camille Allocca 
 
PLUMBING/FIRE Arup 
PROTECTION  Victor Gomez, Principal 



 

 

 
 
ELECTRICAL  Arup 
SYSTEMS  Elizabeth Perez, Principal 
   Swan Foo 
 
CODE   Jerome S. Gillman Consulting Architect, P.C. 
CONSULTANT Jerome Gillman, Principal 
   Project Team: Larry Gillman, Orlando Diaz, Jozef Vasko 
 
FACADE  Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc., New York City 
CONSULTANTS James C. Parker, Principal 
   Sean OÕBrien, Principal 
 
VERTICAL  Jenkins & Huntington, Inc. 
TRANSPORTATION  Kevin Huntington, President 
   Tom Terhaar 
 
AUDIO/ VISUAL Arup 
AND I.T.  Peter Berry, Principal 
CONSULTANT Project Team: Raj Patel, Adriana Sangeorzan, Chris Taylor 
 
THEATER  Harvey Marshall Berling Associates, New York  
AND ACOUSTIC David Harvey, Principal 
CONSULTANT 
 
SECURITY  Ducibella Venter & Santore 
CONSULTANT Philip Santore, Principal 
   Brian Coulombe 
    
LIGHTING  Tillotson Design   
CONSULTANT Suzan Tillotson, Principal 
   David Buyra    
 
FOOD FACILITIES Post & Grossbard  
CONSULTANT Henry Grossbard, Principal 
   Cody Hicks    
 
WATERPROOFING/ Henshell & Buccellato  



 

 

ROOFING  Project Team: Justin Henshell, Paul Buccellato 
 
CONSULTANT Stuart-Lynn Company, Inc 
COST ESTIMATOR Breck Perkins, Principal 
    
 
FIRE ALARM  Acotech Services 
CONSULTANT Sid Aconsky, Principal 
 
GEOTECHNICAL Langan Engineering & Environmental Services 
ENGINEER  Brian Ladd, Principal 
 
CONCRETE  Azzerone 
CONSULTANT Alan Bouknight, Principal 
 
EDUCATION  Christoff:Finio Architecture, New York 
CENTER  Taryn Christoff and Martin Finio, Principals 
INTERIOR   
 
 
BUILDING DETAILS  
 
 
SITE    Width:  71 feet 
DIMENSIONS  Depth:  112 feet 
 
HEIGHT  174'-0" 
 
NUMBER OF  Below grade: 1 
FLOORS   Above grade:  7 
 
TOTAL FLOOR 58,700 sq ft 
AREA    
 
INTERIOR   Lobby:  1,525 sq ft 
BREAKDOWN: Lobby Gallery; 1,100 sq ft   
MAJOR  CafŽ: 680 sq ft 
PUBLIC   Shop: 570 sq ft 
SPACES  Theater: 1,400 sq ft    



 

 

Theater Lobby Installation Space: 615 sq ft 
   Second Floor Gallery:  5,000 sq ft 
   Third Floor Gallery:  4,000 sq ft 
   Fourth Floor Gallery:  3,000 sq ft 
   Education Floor: 1,825 sq ft 
   Seventh Floor Event Space: 2,000 sq ft 
 
CEILING HEIGHTS Second Floor: 18 ft 
GALLERIES  Third Floor: 19 ft 
   Fourth Floor: 24 ft  
 
EXTERIOR  Expanded aluminum mesh, finish: bright anodized, mounted with 
MATERIALS  stainless steel clips on painted extruded aluminum panel; 
   Glass windows in painted aluminum frames; 
   Low iron glass storefront with anodized aluminum mullion system; 
   Glass skylights; Aluminum grating 
 
INTERIOR   Public Areas: Polished concrete floors, drywall, metal mesh 
FINISHES  ceilings 
   
   Galleries: Polished concrete floors, drywall, exposed ceilings 
 

Offices: Carpeted floors, drywall, drywall ceilings 
 
Event Space: Poured epoxy floor, low iron glass storefront windows 
wrapping space to terrace, drywall, plaster ceiling 
 
Theater: spring wood floor, acoustic panels, drywall 

 
 
FUNDING  The New Museum architectural initiative is the centerpiece of a  

$64 million capital project that included construction of the new building, 
expansion of the MuseumÕs endowment, and other costs related to 
planned growth, financed entirely by a fundraising campaign and sale of 
the MuseumÕs previous site on Broadway in Soho. 

 
MAJOR   Bisazza, Milan/New York: Hanami glass mosaic and installation for public 
IN-KIND  restrooms 
SUPPORT Carnegie Fabrics, New York: Theater curtain materials and fabrication 



 

 

DuPontª Corian¨ , Wilmington, Del.: Furnishings for Education Center 
   Skadden Arps, New York: Legal Counsel 

Sterling Miller, New York: Fabricator of furniture for Education Center 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY Dean Kaufman, New York City  


