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New Museum Appoints Joseph Grima as Director of IDEAS CITY

NEW YORK, NY...Lisa Phillips, Toby Devan Lewis Director of the New 
Museum, today announced the appointment of Joseph Grima as Director 
of IDEAS CITY—the institution’s high-profile ideas festival that explores 
the future of cities with culture as a driving force. Through conferences, 
workshops, commissions, projects, and exhibitions, IDEAS CITY is a 
collaborative, civic, and creative enterprise that investigates key issues, 
proposes solutions, and seeds concrete actions. IDEAS CITY builds on the 
New Museum’s mission of “New Art, New Ideas” by expanding the Museum 
beyond its walls into the civic realm.

As Director of IDEAS CITY, Grima will oversee the project and develop a 
blueprint for its growth over the coming years. When IDEAS CITY began in 
2011, there were few conferences on urban futures and none sponsored by 
a museum. During its relatively short life span, IDEAS CITY has grown into a unique and robust platform 
that addresses some of the key challenges and opportunities facing cities around the world today, with the 
belief that art and culture are essential to their future vitality. Partnering with like-minded cities that believe 
culture is fundamental to urban growth and innovation, the initiative has been taken global over the past 
two years with IDEAS CITY: Istanbul and IDEAS CITY: São Paulo in 2012 and 2013, respectively. The 
next IDEAS CITY Festival will take place in New York in late May 2015.

Grima is a leading editor, critic, and curator of architecture, design, and urban issues. From 2007 to 2010, 
he was Director of Storefront for Art and Architecture in New York City, where he expanded international 
programming and supported experimental projects in both art and architecture. In 2011, he was named 
Editor of Domus and built a significant online presence for this leading architecture and design magazine. 
Grima was co-curator of the first Istanbul Design Biennial in 2012 and will be co-commissioner of the 
first US architecture biennial, scheduled to take place in Chicago in October 2015. He is the author of 
several books, including Instant Asia: Fast Forward through the Architecture of a Changing Continent 
(Skira, Milan, 2008), a critical overview of work by young and emerging architecture students in Asia, 
and has published essays and articles in a number of journals and magazines, including AD, Abitare, 
Domus, Tank, Urban China, and Volume. He is also the founder of Space Caviar, a design and research 
collaborative based in his hometown of Genoa, Italy.

“We are delighted that Grima will join the stellar team at the New Museum to lead IDEAS CITY to its next 
phase. Grima has been part of IDEAS CITY since its inception, as an advisor, participant, moderator, 
and, in 2013, guest curator of the seminal design exhibition ‘Adhocracy,’ which he adapted for the New 
Museum from its original presentation at the Istanbul Design Biennial. His future-forward attitude and 
international breadth of knowledge will help take IDEAS CITY to the next level,” said Lisa Phillips.
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Grima expressed, “It’s an honor to take the helm of IDEAS CITY, an initiative that I have admired for 
its ability to mobilize entire cities to rethink the value of art and culture in the urban realm. Culture 
itself is a form of social innovation, and the IDEAS CITY platform is poised to deliberate, instigate, and 
ask questions about the future needs of our cities. At its inception, IDEAS CITY proposed a new and 
innovative model for investigating the role of culture in city-making, and we will continue to develop new 
approaches to address the extraordinary opportunities and challenges facing cities in the twenty-first 
century.”

Grima, who will begin November 1, will report to New Museum Director, Lisa Phillips, and Deputy Director, 
Karen Wong, the cofounders of IDEAS CITY. He will work closely with the core IDEAS CITY team at the 
New Museum that includes Richard Flood, Director of Special Projects and Curator at Large, and Corinne 
Erni, Project Manager, who have helped shape, guide, and develop the program over the past four years. 
He will also work in collaboration with the IDEAS CITY partners and Executive Committee: Rosalie 
Genevro, Director, the Architectural League of New York; Bob Holman, Founder and Proprietor, Bowery 
Poetry Club; Elizabeth O’Donnell, Acting Dean, School of Architecture, Cooper Union; Brett Littman, 
Director, the Drawing Center; and Eva Franch i Gilabert, Director and Chief Curator, Storefront for Art and 
Architecture.

The theme for the next IDEAS CITY: NY in late May 2015 is Invisible City, and the full program will be 
announced in early 2015.

About IDEAS CITY
In 2011, IDEAS CITY was founded by the New Museum, which invited a group of partners from downtown 
cultural, civic, and educational organizations to join in its organization. The first Festival took place over 
several days and included conferences, workshops, and a street fair that brought over fifty thousand 
people to the Bowery neighborhood. In 2012, IDEAS CITY held its first global conference in Istanbul. 
In 2013, IDEAS CITY was reprised in New York City and explored the theme of “Untapped Capital.” 
That same year, a second global conference was held in São Paulo. IDEAS CITY keynote addresses 
have been given by Amanda Burden, Joi Ito, Rem Koolhaas, Jaron Lanier, Paulo Mendes da Rocha, 
and Antanas Mockus. IDEAS CITY’s signature Mayoral Panels have included Manuel Díaz (Miami, FL), 
Sergio Fajardo (Medellín, Colombia), Christophe Girard (Paris), Jim Gray (Lexington, KY), and Michael 
Nutter (Philadelphia, PA).

Support
Founding support for IDEAS CITY: NY is provided by a generous grant from Goldman Sachs Gives made 
at the recommendation of David B. Heller & Hermine Riegerl Heller. 

IDEAS CITY: NY is made possible by a lead grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. 

Additional support provided by the National Endowment for the Arts.  

About the New Museum
Founded in 1977, the New Museum is a center for exhibitions, information, and documentation about 
living artists from around the world. From its beginnings as a one-room office on Hudson Street to 
the inauguration of its first freestanding building on the Bowery designed by SANAA in 2007, the New 
Museum continues to be a place of experimentation and a hub of new art and new ideas.
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